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The impact of the funding pause has
been evident along the Thai-Myanmar
border, where hospitals and women'’s
shelters that depended heavily on
USAID support have been forced to
close.

Yet, amid these disruptions, REI-funded
projects remain active. Unlike many
organizations in the region, REl is not
reliant on government funding. This
strategic independence allows REI to
continue its mission, even during
periods of global financial uncertainty.

Journey of Empowerment
and Connection

In February, REl led a transformative
field trip to the Thai-Myanmar border,
where individual and corporate donors
witnessed the power of refugee-led
initiatives supported by REI.
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The trip offered a rare opportunity to
experience how grassroots,
community-driven programs are
building sustainable futures for
displaced people—while offering
profound insights for participants.

These immersive visits introduce the
tangible results of REI's funding to
supporters and provide a platform for
refugee communities to proudly share
their progress. Participants, in turn,
gain contextual intelligence.

Read more about the experiences of
our participants, Steve and Tove.

Fun and Fundraising

In late April, supporters gathered for a
lively evening of wine tasting and witty
deception. Hosted at Oakwood Premier
Tokyo and sponsored by Swirl Wines
and Errazuriz wines, guests sampled
four wines, each presented with three
entertaining backstories—only one of
which was true. Teams competed to
spot the bluff and win generous prizes.
It was a fun night of laughter and
giving. Thanks to our guests and
sponsors the evening raised ¥300,000
which will be distributed to projects
over the next six months.
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Upcoming Event:
Contextually Intelligent Leadership

In today's global workplace, leaders
must navigate cultural differences that
can hinder communication and
teamwork. This World Refugee Day, on
June 20, REl is teaming up with the
British Chamber of Commerce in Japan
to offer a workshop to explore refugee-
led models that inspire inclusive,
adaptable leadership—equipping
businesses to turn cultural complexity
into a strategic advantage.

Seeing the Bigger Picture in
Refugee Support

"I have had many internship experiences
in the past, but none have connected my
understanding of immigration and
refugees more than my most recent
internship [with REI]."

Find out more from our recent
intern, Alec Stamm.
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